Black Mountain College is a small cosmopolitan community of students and teachers living to-
gether an education stressing democratic co-operation. Through participation in the life of the
community, through study and discussion of the past and present, through the discipline of the
studio, the laboratory, and a comprehensive campus work-experience program, it is preparing
citizens with the understanding and the maturity to play a constructive part in the world at war
and in the post-war world.

Black Mountain differs in many respects from traditional liberal education. It rejects the re-
quired curriculum, the report card, the board of trustees. It finds that intensive and independent
work under faculty guidance, discussion classes, continual contact with teachers, are more conducive
to learning than the syllabus and the weekly quiz. It finds that participation in the operation
and maintenance of the College and its community are better guides to a democratic way of life
than fraternity politics or organized athletics. It finds that eager students living, studying, work-
ing with interesting people in a stimulating community, discover themselves and the world as
they never could through the academic formality of a more traditional college.

This booklet is intended to show you something of the way in which Black Mountain people live
and work; what they believe in, and what they do.




